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"At the end of every performance
my audience stood up to cheer," says
Dr. Venumadhav. "This warm
applause often brought tears into my
eyes. These were tears of joy - the
tears that come when an artist
receives sincere appreciation."

The famous South Indian
monologue actor and impersonator
was speaking of his recent tour of the
United States, a visit that won him
new fans in New York, Washington,
D.C., Chicago and several other
cities.

For Venum&dhav, the highlight of
his American tour was his
performance at the United Nations
"Delegates of so many nations were
there as well as Americans. As I stood
on the dais I felt quite a thrill I felt
that I had arrived", Venumadhav
commented with pleasure.

But his story actually began one
bright Sunday morning 33 years ago,
when a little boy named Venumadhav
sat on the lap of his father and
listened with special attention as his
father entertained the family. The boy
promised himself, as seven-year-olds
often do, that he would grow up to
be just like his father.

Now, with more than three
thousand performances around the
world and United Nations Peace
Medal - he stowed during the visit -
to his credit, Venumadhav enjoys a
popularity he never dreamed of in his
childhood - or for some years after
that.

Just after his 16th birthday,
Venumadhav gave his first public
performance in Warangal, Andhra
Pradesh. He tried to monologue along
with his impersonations of some of
the gifted singers who were papular
on the Tehigu stage and screen.
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The audience laughed and smiled
at all the proper places. But no one
took Venumadhav's efforts seriously
or even encouraged him. So he
waited a while, completed a B.A.
course, graduated in Commerce, and
then taught high school before trying
again.

Venumadhav never lost heart, but
kept on trying. And little by little he
came into the limelight. He expanded
his repertoire, too, and began
imitating Hindi film stars.

"Suppose we give the same piece
of dialogue to different actors," he
says, demonstrating his entertaining
explanation as he goes along. "Raj
Kapoor would instill his own
distinctive style into it. Dilip Kumar
would add a touch of melancholy.
And comedian Mehmood would
make it sound so funny."

The talent scouts who introduced
Venumadhav to North Indian
audiences were convinced of his
talents as much as his old South
Indian fans. Since then, Venumadhav
has never looked back. He constantly
adds to his repertoire. It now includes
scenes from Shakespeare as well as
screen stars and singers. He has
performed in Malaysia, Fiji,
Lebanon, Australia, France, and West
Germany.

Now Venumadhav has returned
to India, decorated with the United
Nations Peace Medal and thinking
ahead to a possible world tour. He
says he hopes he can function as a
one-man delegation and spread
Indian music apd tteabtc tyed fttrfber
abroad